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representing Montenegro and the Berda, and by the
chiefs of the coast tribes. A central commission was
appointed under the presidency of Peter, and com-
posed of nine Montenegrins and nine Bocchesi, to
carry on the present war against the French and
secure the future government of the whole country.
The union, thus auspiciously inaugurated, did not
exist merely upon paper. For the capture of Castel-
nuovo and Spagnuolo, as well as Cattaro, had placed
the whole gulf at the power of the allies. Peter,
desirous of the Czar's protection, despatched to
Russia a trusty envoy, one of the famous Mon-
tenegrin family of Plamenac, whose name, the " flame
of fire," is emblematical of its warlike renown.
But Russia was indifferent, and Austria, to whom
the chiefs of the Bocchesi looked for aid, sought to
regain her former Dalmatian possessions. While the
Vladika was governing his united dominions in
anxious expectation of the Czar's approval, Russia
and Austria had concluded an agreement by which
Cattaro and the coast were to be given up to the
latter. On the 2nd of June, the coveted city, which
was to have been the capital of a larger Montenegro,
opened its gates to an Austrian general, and the
Montenegrin day-dream was over, never to return.
From that day, Cattaro has nestled beneath the wings
of the Austrian double-eagle. The traveller cannot
fail to notice the Venetian lions which still adorn
the gateway and the ancient houses. But he will
be chiefly struck by the frowning Austrian fortresses,
which have been erected on every hill, and by the
fleet of Austrian ironclads, which he will see lying